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CONTRIBUTORS
EDITOR’S LETTER
LENS

LAST LOOK

POLISHED UP Speak volumes
with minimalist hues and
elegant silhouettes

MOOD CHANGE Four Vogue
Arabia team members pick
effortless yet eternally chic
pieces to take from their
FW23 to SS24 wardrobes

BRIGHT HORIZONS
Embrace radiance in full
color, with a boldly pigmented
palette that exudes positivity
PREVENTION
INTERVENTION These tried-
and-tested tricks help manage
the signs of aging early on
SUNSHINE BOTTLED
Capture a spritz of

serotonin with these
trans-seasonal launches

ERA OF REBELLION

The easiest way to make a
loud, unapologetic statement?
Accessories that

scream anarchy

CLOSE WATCH Elegant form
and impeccable function power
these tech-driven watches
VIBRANT HEART Luxury
meets purpose in Ashna
Mehta’s whimsical

jewelry brand

HIGH TIME Tamara Ralph
and Audemars Piguet join
creative forces to debut a new
limited-edition timepiece —

a flying tourbillon that’s a
ticking extension of couture

10



PHOTOGRAPHS FOUAD TADROS, PER APPELGREN

4 x4

FEXTUR
34

36

66
84

98

kS

ON A HIGH The increasing
costs of luxury fashion are
bucking all trends

THE AFRICAN FASHION
REVOLUTION Beyond the big
fashion capitals of the Global
North lie creativity, potential,
and innovative solutions,
powered by the youth

IT’S TIME FOR SAUDI This
month’s Hai Vogue event
unveils a celebration centered
around the youth of Saudi
GOING TO GROUND
Acclaimed artist Jim Denevan
takes his sand sculpting skills
to Abu Dhabi

INDIA’S FASHION EMPEROR
Across three decades in the
fashion industry, designer
Manish Malhotra has defined
and redefined style. Now,
with a new flagship store in
Dubai, he takes his creations to
international waters
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IT’S A GIRL! As they

embark on a new chapter of
parenthood, Iraqi singer Rahma
Riad and Iraqi- American actor
Alexander Uloom get real about
their rock-solid relationship
THE HOUSE BEAUTY BUILT
Iconic Paris salon Carita
Maison de Beauté undergoes
ametamorphosis

WANDERLUST WONDERS
Make a quest for epic journeys
your New Year’s resolution
CULTURAL SPLENDOR This
month’s interiors inspiration is
Jeddah’s iconic Angawi House
AT HOME WITH ALBERTO
CALIRI The creative director
of Missoni Home offers his
new house rules

SUGAR RUSH A new Paris café
founded by a Saudi baker offers
a tantalizing mix of flavors, full
of sweet and spice
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Dress, RABANNE;
earrings, VANESSA
BARONI at Poison
Drop OPPOSITE
Coat, MIU MIU
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Corset, skirt, SAY
NO MORE; tights,
JALZEDONIA;
earrings, stylist’s own
OPPOSITE Trench
coat, ALAIA; shoes,
FENDI; gs,
stylist’s own
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ust off Abu Dhabi’s busy

Sheikh  Khalifa Bin  Zayed

Street, somewhere between the

landmark entertainment hub that

is Yas Island and Saadiyat’s famed

sanctuary of cultural institutions, is a lesser-

known land bank with a steadily increasing

profile: Fahid Island. While major residential

and leisure development plans were announced

last year, the island — one of 200 comprising

the Abu Dhabi archipelago — has remained

somewhat nondescript. That is, until the

arrival of American artist Jim Denevan and his
striking beach art in November 2023.

As part of a Public Art Abu Dhabi initiative

known as Manar Abu Dhabi, Denevan - a

emirate’s beautiful water landscapes, but also
resonate with visitors long after the exhibition,
prompting reflection on the bond that connects
us to the earth beneath our feet and to each
other, as well as on the role of public art in
shaping our collective experiences.”
Denevan’s interpretation of this missive
was a vast, hand-sculpted composition that
evolved from his drawing of a circle. Well-
versed in the medium of sand, the Californian
transformed almost one square kilometer of
Fahid Island into his most ambitious project to
date: 10 concentric rings made up of more than
400 pyramids and orderly piles rising from the
ground. Reaching heights of 27 meters, the
installation is visible from the highway, the

are entering another world entirely as they
cross an iron bridge to the desert-like environs
of the installation, the city skyline fading from
view. Considering the work from one of its
observation mounds is like metamorphosing
into a giant overlooking the pyramids of Nuri,
or perhaps the dusty surface of Mars. If it were
not for the shadow of a plane overheard or the
glimpse of the turquoise waterfront, one can
lose themselves while wandering the valley of
Denevan’s beguiling sand sculptures, which
begin as larger conical forms that become
smaller and sharper as they get closer to the
work’s center. At night, thousands of solar
lanterns offer yet another lens through which to
see this part of Abu Dhabi.

“F-ach piece will enhange our experience of the emirate’s
beautiful water landscapes, resonating long after”

seasoned surfer and founder of the traveling
supper club Outstanding in the Field — was
commissioned to transform one of the emirate’s
many natural vistas into an immersive art
experience. Guided by the theme of Grounding
Light, Denevan’s installation is titled Self Similar
and is among 35 site-specific works inviting
audiences to experience the city’s coastal areas
and biodiversity in new ways.

“[Manar Abu Dhabi] is an exhibition that
marries the elements of nature, water, and
light art to create a one-of-a-kind experience
unique only to Abu Dhabi,” said the initiative’s
co-curator Reem Fadda when it was first
announced. Fadda also serves as the artistic
director of Public Art Abu Dhabi. “Each piece
will not only enhance our experience of the

peaks of its largest structures emerging in the
horizon. That mystique is part of what made the
artwork special, even more so once its intricate,
impermanent geometry was seen up close.

“Exploring Self Similar reveals a construction
of scale, relation, the tiny and the giant
simultaneously speaking of sameness and
radical difference,” Denevan says in a
statement about the project. “Towering clouds,
a breath of air, tiny grains of sand, tall mounds
and mountains, wind and weather systems,
drops and bodies of water, pyramids, small and
large... as I shape these forms, an invitation
is made, it emerges. An ‘entering into’ takes
place. A centering.”

For those who accept Denevan’s invitation,
entering into Self Similar feels as though they

90

Departing Fahid Island, visitors leave the
immersive experience not just with sand up to
their ankles or perhaps even a pebble or two
between their toes, but with the very sense
of oneness with the earth’s topography that
Grounding Light seeks to achieve by using the
vibrant land of Abu Dhabi as its canvas.

“While appealing to audiences across
the Abu Dhabi community and beyond, we
especially aim to inspire the young minds
who are our future,” says His Excellency
Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, chairman of
the Department of Culture and Tourism in Abu
Dhabi. “Through this immersive experience,
we hope to encourage imagination, sense of
wonder, and appreciation for our beautiful
natural environment. ”



00 Oliwol)

¢ SPORTMAX
BLACK SUEDE (34
& STUDIO

00 (e yall ‘Ounass
& JACQUEMUS
CLOUDSET

Dress,
SPORTMAX;
shoes, BLACK
SUEDE STUDIO
at Qunass; earrings,
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at Cloudset
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Dress, VALENTINO
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